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President Report
by Claire Seret

This has been an ‘interesting’ year in the annals of South
Australian water polo — triumphs and turbulence jostling for
front of stage positioning.

Triumphs should always be considered first. For water polo
in our State this year, the following should be noted:

The appointment of Jon Harmer as Development Officer and
the superbly successful Schoolgirls Water Polo competition
he has initiated, and the introductory sessions held on
Sundays for younger children interested in trying water polo.
In the new year there will be even greater progress in this
developmental area.

The Jets were again able to participate in the National
League, in partnership with Canberra. Without Margaret
Jones's tireless efforts to ensure that we have a place in the
National League, our (male) players would not have the
opportunity to participate in the country’s premier
competition for our sport. Under the circumstances, the
amalgamated team performed creditably well. As did our
teams, girls and boys, attending the various national age
championships.

In both the U20's and U17's, several of our players were
selected for national age squads, in both male and female
ranks. Several of these athletes have already travelled
overseas with Australian teams and achieved great success.
Not bad results, coming from such a small home base. |
congratulate them all, and thank the coaches, managers,
and especially Ann Richardson for the hard work she
undertakes to make sure each state team is suitably
accommodated, uniformed and transported.

This was also the year that saw the development and
inauguration of our Strategic Plan, thanks to the commitment
and professionalism of Gary Mavrinac. | hope that this Plan
is carried through in the ensuing years. It can do much to
help the survival, and growth, of our sport.

Many of us took part in that most successful and enjoyable
Quiz Night — an event to be repeated for all sorts of reasons,
but especially for social and fundraising benefits. Thanks to
Jon Harmer and Lynn Martin for organising the event and
Gary Mavrinac for persisting with the idea.
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The flip side of the above is the prevalence of negative
forces. Critical undercurrents, sniping, apparent
dissatisfaction have all been present.

For such a small sport, fighting for every crumb of support,
whether in financial or membership terms, this is so
unnecessary, so detrimental. Dissatisfaction is evident on a
number of fronts — from the arrangements implemented for
Club competition to participation in national events (age
championships, National League), to the conduct of our elite
program, and more. Each sector should be working together
for the success of the whole. The Board has certainly tried
to work towards this end. For instance, State League
competition over the last two seasons has been drawn up
after extensive consultation with Clubs, but lack of
commitment and enthusiasm from Clubs and individuals has
ensured an unenjoyable season or two of local water polo.

The Board, whoever is on it, cannot perform miracles alone.
It should be realised that the Board is there to provide a
framework, while Clubs and individuals provide the flesh —
together they make a properly functioning whole. Thisis a
critical time for all sporting bodies, as Federal and State
Governments consider their funding allocations to sport in
Australia post-Olympics. Whatever is decided, the funds
and support available will be much less for many sports,
water polo included.

Positives and negatives aside, water polo is the oldest
Olympic team sport, and | hope it gets a whole lot older as
more and more South Australians take up continued
opportunities to participate in this wonderful sport, at all
levels. | wishthe new Board every success in their
endeavours to secure the future of water polo in our State.
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State League
by Gary Mavrinac
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REGISTRATION

Membership figures for the year were well down from the
previous season, as can be seen by figure 1.

This decline can be attributed to a number of factors. The
most notable being the decrease in team nominations in the
Reserve competition, and the withdrawal of teams from
grades at the commencement of the Season. This alone
attributes 20-30 players lost from the sport.

At the opposite end of the scale, our junior ranks continue to
support the Association. As seen in Figures 3 and 4, the
number of existing and new junior to the Association
represents the majority of the membership base.

The focus for the Association over the next few years needs
to be on both recruiting new players and retaining existing
players.

PROGRAMMING

Atfter continued discussion with the clubs last season to
come up with the right formula for the 1999-2000 season, it
was disappointing that the competition did not go to plan.

The change to the February-June season in theory looked
the right option. It avoided the traditional November exam
periods and the Christmas/New Year break.

The outgoing Board has determined that the 2000-2001
season should revert back to the traditional October-March
period, but ensuring that the program is flexible to allow the
players can combine other commitments.

Thought has also been given to altering the competition
times to be more in line with the school competition.

Opportunity may exist to allow junior player to combine their
commitment to both school and club water polo. This may
see the Under 15 and Under 17 competition being held after
the schools competition. Attempts will be made to combine
the new schoolgirl competition with the women's
competition.
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Summary

No matter what changes are proposed next season, the
fundamental issues remain.

In order for the competition to be successful, it requires the
assistance of people to make things work.

More effort needs to be made by the Clubs and the players

themselves to ensure that the competition runs smoothly.
Reliance on one individual cannot bring success.
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Figure 3 — Senior and Junior Breakdown
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Figure 4 — Gender Breakdown
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2000 SUMMER
AWARDS

Best and Fairest

Under 14

Under 17

Reserve*

Women*

Men*

Michael Ullianich  (Henley) 30 votes
Nicholas Martin ~ (Henley Gold) 12 votes
Keith Winter (Vikings)
Therese Kearney (Tritons)

Adam Richardson (Vikings)

* Most Valuable Player in the Grand Final

Top Goal Scorers

Under 14

Under 17

Michael Ullianich ~ (Henley) 47 Goals

Nicholas Martin ~ (Henley Gold) 21 Goals
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STATE LEAGUE 2000

Pla
UNDER 15
Henley 15
Vikings 15
Vikings Black 15
Tritons 15
Final
Grand Final
UNDER 17
Vikings Black 12
Henley Gold 12
Vikings 12
Henley Blue 12
Tritons 12

Semi Finals

Final

Grand Final

RESERVE

Grand Finals

WOMEN

Grand Final

MEN

Grand Final

Win
15 -
8 7
7 7
- 11
Vikings Black
11
Vikings Black
6
10 1
9 2
5 5
5 6
- 7
Vikings Black
14
Henley Blue
4
Henley Gold
13
Vikings Black
7
Vikings
12
Tritons
11
Vikings

16

Loss Draw Forfeit

Def

Def

Def

Def

Def

Def

Def

Def

Def

Pts GF GA %

- 60 188 38 83%
- 39 129 90 59%
1 35 132 115 53%
4 11 34 220 13%

Vikings

6

Henley

3

- 43 148 54 73%
1 38 123 47 72%
1 27 79 99 44%
1 26 70 63 53%
5 7 10 127 7%

Henley Gold

6

Vikings

3

Henley Blue

4

Henley Gold

6

Henley

4

Vikings

2

Henley

9
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JUNIOR CHALLENGE 1999
Pla

UNDER 15

Vikings Black
Henley
Vikings
Tritons

UNDER 17

Vikings
Vikings Black
Tritons
Henley
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Win Loss Draw Forfeit

NNDNPE

N

Pts GF

17
14
14

56
37
29

GA %

20 74%
24 61%
25 54%
41 7%

11 72%
13 67%
0 100%
0 100%
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Finance Report
by Gary Mavrinac

STATE GOVERNMENT FUNDING

In 1999-2000 the Association continued to receive support
from the State Government through the Management and
Development Program. The program is available through
money generated by poker machines.

Our application sought funding to the tune of $41,000. The
Association received $20,000. This continues to represent a
good return on our program budget.

The funding for 1999-2000 was distributed across four key
programs.

Development Program $ 5,000.00
Events $ 6,000.00
State Team Assistance $ 7,500.00
Strategic Planning $ 1,500.00
TOTAL $ 20,000.00

A notable project was the appointment of Jon Harmer as the
part time Development Officer (See Development Report).

Another key outcome from the funding has been the
development of a new Strategic Plan for the Association.

The preparation of the plan commenced with a workshop of
key water polo stakeholders. The workshop held on the 1
August was facilitated by Mr. Phil Freeman of the Office for
Recreation and Sport. Mr. Jeff Dry (Australian Sports
Commission) helped to draft the plan based on the
outcomes of the workshop.

Following the workshop and drafting, the draft Strategic Plan
was circulated for comments, with the Board adopting the
final plan earlier this year.

Importantly, the Strategic Plan provides the Association with
a clear set of priorities for the forthcoming years.

As with all strategic plan, the success it not in their
development, but their implementation. Already, the plan has
been the basis for applying to the Government as part of the
2000-2001 Grants program.
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It is important that all members give a commitment to the
success of all programs and action addressed in the
Strategic Plan.

Importantly, the plan will give structure to the Board's
decisions over the coming years.

MEMBERSHIP REVENUE

The 1999-2000 Season has not been the success the
Association would have hoped for. Membership has seen a
marked decrease from the previous year, as noted in the
State League Report.

The decrease in registration has meant that the Association
did not receive the revenue needed to cover both budgeted
and unforeseen expenditure.

This was hampered further with the Board having to recoup
registration late in the season. This situation is totally
inadequate, as the Board is unable to plan for payments,
when the membership revenue has not been provided.

Again, the Board will have to examine ways to ensure that
registration is received at the commencement of the season.

It cannot be stressed enough how registration is vital to the
success of water polo, given the Government Grants are
currently allocated to key initiatives and not the general
administration of the sport.

Both the Board and the Clubs need to take an active stance
against players competing in competition before they are
registered. It is unfair on those that register on time to
support players who are unwilling to make their financial
commitment to the sport.

If the Board took a strict approach to the competition by-
laws, the 1999-2000 season would not have been contested
in most grades. The situation meant that the Board had to
take a softer approach to ensure a competition, while
registrations were collected. This situation cannot continue.

The outgoing Board has clearly stated the need for
registration to be paid at the commencement of the season
to avoid any further disappointments.

South Australian Water Polo Inc
1999-2000 Annual Report



Two options are available.

o Either the individual member is invoiced for their
contribution and given a set time in which to register; or

e The clubs are invoiced on a bulk basis for players listed
on the team sheets on a monthly basis throughout the
season.

The clubs are encouraged to give their views on what is a
workable system. At the end of the day, it is essential that
both the Association and Clubs collect all subscriptions due.

The GST

A major consideration for the Association this year was the
introduction of the GST. As a non-profit organisation,
SAWPI is required to register for GST if its turnover is
greater than $100,000. With our current turnover just under
the threshold, the Board has chosen not to register. It was
considered that the additional paperwork and set up costs
would be an unnecessary burden on our small Association.

The ramification, of course, is that most goods and services
will cost the Association more. This will mean that the
Association will have to look closely at its budget and ensure
that all expenses are kept under control. Again, this
highlights the importance of receiving registrations and other
income.

The outgoing Board has had to look closely at the 2000-
2001 budget. Anincrease in subscriptions is inevitable if the
Association is to cover its expenses, based on the current
membership base. There is no guarantee that memberships
will increase next season.

Financial Management
“To achieve a level of financial independence”

This is a key objective of the Association, as stated in the
Strategic Plan. In order to achieve this, the Association
must begin to plan more effectively. For too long, the sport
has relied to heavily on breaking even each season. This
does not augur well for the future development of the sport.
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Financial independence also means less reliance on
corporate sponsorship and government support. Currently,
water polo in South Australia does not attracted corporate
sponsorship. It is not anticipated that this will change in the
near future. For the foreseeable future, the Association will
continue to receive Government support. The question
remains how much we will receive, given that we are such a
small organisation.

Consequently, the Association must be responsible for its
destiny. A healthy sporting organisation needs to plan and
secure its financial future. To achieve this, it must budget for
a surplus on a yearly basis, thus accumulate funds over
time. A successful organisation will plan to have a surplus in
the order of 4 — 8 cents in the dollar.

Besides accumulating funds in order to develop the sport,
the surplus also provides the Association with the ability to
pay for unforeseen expenses, such as the purchase or
repair of equipment. For example, in 1998, the Association
was forced to purchase its own timing equipment.

Fundraising

While the Association will strive for corporate sponsorship,
the only other major source of income is fundraising. This
year, the Association undertook a major fundraising event —
The Quiz Night.

The quiz night helped cover the shortfall in player
registrations. The Association needs to plan further
fundraising opportunities to help offset future shortfalls.

Many thanks to Jon Harmer and Lynn Martin for organising
the night, and to the many people who donated prizes.
Finally, thank you to all those that attended and made the
night the success it was.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE 12 MONTHS ENDED
30 JUNE 2000
FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIAN WATER POLO INC

Executive Committee’s Certificate

We, being two members of the Board of South Australian Water Polo Inc. do state on behalf of
the committee and in accordance with a resolution passed by the committee, that:

1. Inthe opinion of the Board, the attached receipts and expenditure statements shows a true
and fair view of the financial affairs of the association for the twelve months ended 30 June
2000.

2. Inthe opinion of the Board, meetings of the board were held during the period ended 30
June 2000 in accordance with the rules of the association.

Gary Mavrinac Claire Seret
Finance Director President
Dated this day of 2000.
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Balance Sheet

Profit & Loss Statement
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National League
Report

by Margaret Jones

RESULTS

Round 2

Adelaide:

New Zealand Stingrays 11 def
“Jets” 4.

(G Richardson 2, N.Portlock,
D Seret 1)

New Zealand Stingrays 3 def
"Jets" 2.
(A Richardson 2)

Canberra TV game:

South Korea 12 def "Jets" 7.
(A Richardson 3, G Richardson
2,G Ward, M Hogan, C Piper 1)

Round 5

Adelaide:

"Jets" 10 def Brisbane 7
(Martin, A Richardson 3, G
Richardson 2, N Portlock,
T Heimy 1)

Round 6

Adelaide:

Sydney Uni Lions 11 def "Jets" 7
(A Richardson 3,N Portlock,

D Martin, D Seret, T Heimy 1)

The 1999/2000 National League Season was one of
considerable change for the South Australian “Jets” National
League Team. Funding was limited due to policy changes in
the Office for Recreation and Sport which had taken over
administration of the former Living Health program and
sponsorship from the Century Club was no longer available.
Prior to the commencement of the season | asked players
and parents to seek sponsorship for the team.

A sponsor was found for one Adelaide game and | would like
to thank Lynch and Meyer for their sponsorship. | wrote to a
number of companies offering sponsorship of the team/the
games or advertising in the program. In addition, | was
asked by Noel Harrod, General Manager of National League
to discuss sponsorship of the League itself with Vili's Pies.
On each occasion the response was negative sometimes
without comment but often suggesting that water polo was
not able to offer sufficient return on sponsorship. We held
various raffles and barbecues.

The Adelaide / Canberra Jets

A number of the older players for various reasons were
unable to participate in 1999/2000 season, leaving the Jets
with a very young team. It was considered important,
however, for South Australian elite players to continue
participating in National League competition. Canberra was
anxious to return to the National League but had neither the
funding nor depth of players to return alone. It was agreed
that we would join with them to form the Adelaide/Canberra
"Jets", with equal numbers of players from each centre and
Attila Petovary as the senior coach, assisted in Canberra by
Rene Burdack. An equal number of games would be played
in Canberra and in Adelaide. Costs would be shared and
‘away’ players billeted.

This joint venture operated relatively smoothly, we enjoyed
the presence of Canberra Players in the "Jets" Team and
enjoyed the success of defeating the Brisbane Barracudas
and Perth Torpedoes and the conscientious effort of the
coach and many of the team members is to be
congratulated.
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RESULTS

Round 7

Sydney. TV game:

Balmain Tigers 13 def "Jets" 4
(N Portlock, G Richardson,

M Martin, G Ward 1)

Canberra:
Cronulla Sharks 19 def "Jets" 10
(No details available)

West Sydney 7 def "Jets" 6
(A Richardson 3, G Richardson 3,
D Seret 1)

Round 8

Melbourne:

Vic Tigers 11 def "Jets" 7

(A Richardson, G Richardson,
T Heimy 2, D Martin 1)

Fremantle:

Fremantle Mariners 13 def "Jets" 6
(A Richardson, M Martin 2,

G Richardson, T Heimy 1)

Perth:

"Jets" 7 def Perth 6

(A Richardson 3, D Martin,
G Richardson, M Martin,
A Heimy 1)

The Jets team consisted of:

South Australia Canberra
Rafael Sterk Richard Davis
Adam Richardson Mark Nicholson
Nathan Portlock Ayman Heimy
Daniel Martin Tarek Heimy
Derek Seret Matt Hogan
Chris Martin Greg Ward
Grant Richardson Cameron Piper
Matthew Martin Nick Johnson
Fabio Pavanello Ben Tiffan

Games in Adelaide were played against New Zealand,
Brisbane, and Sydney University and in Canberra against
South Korea, and West Sydney.

The Future

Canberra has indicated that they are not able to join the
"Jets" in the forthcoming National League Season. Funding
in South Australia has been cut once again and it will be
increasingly difficult for us to compete in this Senior Men’s
Competition. There is no suggestion that National
Competition will be returned for Senior Men.

Funding for AWPI, SASI and the possibility of changes to the
Central Water Polo Program in Canberra make the future
direction of Water Polo in Australia uncertain. Sponsorship is
becoming increasingly difficult to secure. Even the League
itself is finding it difficult to sell the benefits provided by nine
Australian teams and at last two and possibly three
international competitors (New Zealand, South Korea &
perhaps Singapore). Cadillac Plastics is not interested in
further sponsorship of the League.

It is agreed that the experience of competing in National
League has played a dominant role in developing our young
players currently representing Australia in National Squads
and Teams. It would be a pity not to be able to enter in 2001,
but the cost to the team members could be as high as
$25,000.
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Development Report
by Jon Harmer

Induction period for
new schoolgirls

Upon accepting the position of Development Officer for the
SAWPI in September 1999, my principal objective was to
increase the junior membership base within the sport
especially that of female participants.

To achieve this, the following two groups were formed in
Term 4 - 1999 and Term 1 - 2000:

The SA Junior Talent Squad

This consisted of 20-25, 11/12/13 year old children who
received ‘extended tuition under the direction of SASI
Assistant Coach, Till Morelli from 9 — 10.30 am on Sunday
mornings for ten consecutive weeks in Term 4 - 1999 and
from Nathan Portlock in Term 1 - 2000.

The SA Schoolgirls Water Polo Competition

This involved ten schools (eight girls schools, two co-ed)
participating for a season of seven weeks in Term 4 - 1999.
The first two weeks consisted of coaching clinics followed by
five weeks of inter-school games. The competition expanded
to 12 schools in Term 1 - 2000 concluding with a very
successful tournament, which was won by Wilderness
School, with Annesley College and St Michaels College
finishing, second and third respectively.

Both of these groups have proven to be successful. The
Junior Talent Squad has resulted in marked improvement in
the young athletes participating, many of whom will be
involved in the next junior ITC group.

The schoolgirls competition has been an outstanding
success with approximately 100 girls introduced to the sport
of Water Polo for the first time.

School funding of $5 per game has allowed for the payment
of junior referees and junior coaches to assist school
teachers who have limited knowledge of the sport. SASI
coaches — Atilla Petovary and Till Morelli have also assisted
with coaching teams. Their experience has added a great
deal to the success of the program.

Thank you also to Christina Moschos, Mark Dearman, Hugh
Haskett and Andrew Snowball for their help coaching and to
Tim Haskett and Nick Kurzel for refereeing. Without
exception | have received extremely positive feedback from
all schools involved in the program this term.
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An enthusiastic bunc ’

| have already received a commitment from all schools
participating in this competition that they wish to continue to

2 beinvolved. | hope to expand the existing schoolgirls

competition by creating a junior (Yr. 8-9) and senior grade

= ; (Yr. 10-12) in Term 4 - 2000.

If, as | hope, schools and players continue to enjoy their

" involvement in this competition the obvious “next step” is to

direct interested participants into the SAWPI Club
competition.

This process has been undertaken under the direction of the
SA Water Polo Association. Following feedback provided by
members at the SA Water Polo Workshop, a strategic plan
was put in place for the future development of South
Australian Water Polo.

Drawing upon recommendations made in the strategic plan
in conjunction with State League Director, Gary Mavrinac, |
have recommended the following process that will best
facilitate an organised, systematic flow of players from the
‘crop’ that has been planted in the schoolgirls competition to
be ‘harvested’ equally by the respective clubs.

Events in recent years have shown how successful the
alignment of specific schoals to clubs has been, eg

Blackfriars - Vikings
St Peters - Henley
Wilderness - Tritons

Clubs currently participating in Water Polo, ie Henley,
Tritons and Vikings should be aligned with boys and girls
schools currently participating in their respective schools
competitions. Subsequently the following alignment was
created.

Club Boys Schools | Girls Schoadls | Co-ed Schools

Henley | St Peters Annesley St Ignatius
Loreto Sacred Heart
Marymount

Tritons | Rostrevor Wilderness Pembroke
Mary McKillop | Marryatville
Kildare

Vikings | Blackfriars St Dominics
OLSH
Annesley

South Australian Water Polo Inc
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The inaugu}éi_
schoolgirls competition
underway

The obvious advantages of this system is the ability to have
clearly established links between schools, their respective
sports co-ordinators and SA Water Polo Clubs. Schools with
interested students have a tangible link with their ‘aligned
club’ and communication between all parties,
players/parents etc. isimproved. Itis my hope that from the
schoolgirls competition, a junior girls competition will develop
at the club level for Under 17.

| believe this system best caters for the interest of all sectors
of the sport, ie players, parents, clubs and the game as a
whole. For the system to operate successfully we need clubs
to work toward the common good of water polo and create a
club structure that will offer meaningful competition between
clubs that will ultimately be far more enjoyable for those
participating in water polo at the junior and subsequently
senior levels.

In closing, thank you to the many people who have assisted
with the development of Water Polo in Adelaide over the
past twelve months.
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Under 17 Boys
by Attila Petovary

Hobart, 8-12 June 2000

Coach:
Attila Petovary

Asst. Coach:
David Martin

Manager:
Trudy Coad

PREPARATION & SELECTION

Each club was asked to nominate 10 weeks prior to
championship their best eligible players. Beside the SASI
squad, 5-6 extra players were asked attended the fours
training sessions per week. Unfortunately, for different
reasons these players could not cope with these minimum
requirements.

Eleven players were eventually selected from the SASI
squad of 14. Three of these could not afford to the trip to
Hobart.

RESULTS

Victoria 10-4
New South Wales ‘A’ 6-19
New South Wales ‘B’ 4-7
Tasmania 23-2
Australian Capital Territory 7-10
TEAM PERFORMANCE

What can | say, this year, this team was really out of luck.
The team started with really good performance against
Victoria. The team showed good confidence and dominated
the game from the beginning. However, we missed many
scoring chances too. We could have won this game at least
16-4. Tim Martin and Mathew Richardson scored 3/3 times.

In the second game against NSW, the team showed good
resistance in the first quarter. The remainder of the match,
the team played without confidence, which did not help,
especially when we had good scoring opportunity. The team
had a good fourth quarter.
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The boys has a good start against NSW — B, but failed to
capitalise on the many counter attacks and extra men
situations. We also missed a penalty shot. This game was
played to get into the best of four. The team worked hard,
but was out of luck in winning this important game. Special
mention should be made of Tim Martin, Aaron Coad and
Stephen Dearman.

The game against Tasmania was a good relaxed game
against an obviously weaker team. From the frustration of
the previous games, the team showed a strong play and
demolished the Tasmanians.

Play-off for fifth against ACT: The team lead and dominated
the first two quarters to 5-1. Starting the second half, it
looked as if the team ran out of bullets. Almost every
chance we had, one on one against the goalie and in the
man up situation, the players could not put the ball behind
the goal line. Here, we also missed a penalty situation. Our
weak (first year squad) reserves could not give enough
strength into out tired first six. ACT was able to capitalise on
our mistakes and this finally put us into sixth place.

In conclusion, | think that this year’s team had more potential
that last season, but the result does not reflect the real talent
of the team.

| would like to thank Mrs Trudy Coad — Team Manager,
David Martin — Assistant Coach and Bevan Dearman for
their extremely hard supportive work and time they
contributed to the program and the team. They helped me a
lot.
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PLAYER PERFORMANCE

Joshua Bechara: First championships. One of the
youngest players. During the preparation time he improved
alot. His performance was fair, which with time and more
experience he will improve.

Aaron Coad: One of the talented players who made the
national squad. He improved a lot from last year. His good
performance was essential for the team. He was also one of
the highest goal scorers in the team. Four-quarter player,
but he has many things to improve in the future.

Michael Cutting: First year in the squad. He’s got a good
size as a goalie, and he had good moments in the games
but he has many weaknesses, which he need to concentrate
on and improve for the future.

Stephen Dearman: His performance made a good
impression. He is a senior player with one SASI season.
He scored surprising goals for the team. His strength needs
to be developed.

Tim Histed: He is still one of the youngest players. As the
second goalie with limited game time, Tim did his best. With
more focused training preparation in the future he could be
the first goalie for the next championship.

Tim Martin: (Captain) Tim was selected in the national
squad. Another big part of the team’s engine. He was a
good leader of the team with an energetic smart
performance. Four quarter player, with good counter
attacking and highest scorer for the team.

Marko Radosavljevic: First championship. His
performance was a little disappointing. He has far more
potential that some of the other younger players, which was
not displayed at these championships. His teamwork and
co-ordination between positions needs to be improved in the
future. He has the talent, but he needs to be more
determined about water polo and he would be able to make
the national squad.
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Mathew Richardson: He was one of the cylinders from the
eight. He worked really hard every game. His confidence
improved a lot from last year. He was so energetic and a
good team player which gave him much more scoring
opportunity than last year. A four quarter player. Mathew
just missed being selected in the national squad.

David Tassone: A really good team player. He was the eye
and brain of the team. He created many good situations.
Good driver and passer. He too just missed out on national
selection.

Michael Ullianich: Second championship. He has improved
since the last championship, but with his good experience he
could have been more useful for the team. It seemed that
he was hiding himself during the games. He's got good
potential and skills for next year.

Nick Hosking: First championship. With one SASI season
and an experienced senior player he got limited game time.
He tried to do his best and his performance was fair. He
needs to improve his contribution at training.

NATIONAL SQUAD
Aaron Coad
Tim Martin
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Under 17 Girls
By Christina Moschos

Hobart, 8-12 June 2000

Coach:
Christina Moschos

Manager:
Therese Kearney

PREPARATION & SELECTION

Due to the fact that the girls only really started training
together five weeks before the championships, it could be
said that preparation was somewhat limited. The dedication
level of the team varied from player to player, which made it
difficult to practice different drills and set plays. Throughout
this five week period, the numbers of girls trying out
fluctuated between about five and fifteen. As a result of this,
and some last minute withdrawals, we organised two draft
players — a goalie and a centre forward.

TEAM PERFORMANCE

Given the minimal preparation the team had before going
away to compete, their performance was of a fairly high
standard. The first game against QLD was a starting point
for the girls to improve immensely over the course of the
tournament both as a team as well as individually. By the
third game, against TAS, the girls began to gel as a team
and in doing so, ensured that they won their first game in
three years.

The game against QLD ‘B’ got off to a fantastic start with the
girls gaining a 6-1 lead in the second quarter. From there on
however, the opposition lifted their game where ours
diminished, resulting in a 10-8 loss for us.

Overall, the girls played extremely well and finished seventh
out of a possible eight in the competition.

RESULTS

Queensland ‘A’ 4-30
Western Australia 5-15
Tasmania 11-5
Tasmania 15-3
Queensland ‘B’ 8-11
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PLAYER PERFORMANCE

Nikki Fouche: Undoubtedly the best goalkeeper in the
competition. Unlucky to miss out on National Squad
selection.

Alice Ware: Left hander who worked especially hard in
defence the whole time. Plagued by injury. Needs more
confidence in attack.

Serena Bartholomuesz: (Captain) Performed well and
worked hard in games all week to earn selection in the
National Squad.

Bridget Haskett: (Vice-captain) Put in 200% every game.
Well deserved selection in the National Squad.

Elise Sims: Gutsy defender who improved astoundingly
over the course of the championships.

Rachel Smyth: Very hard working player who scored some
sensational goals in the last few games. Improved
immensely.

Amelia Lewis: Improved out of sight over the course of the
championships. Listened to and applied everything she was
told.

Sally Kussle: Leading goal scorer. Strong centre forward
with good knowledge of the game.

Lisa Callahan: Worked very hard and played extremely well
every game throughout the tournament. Enormous potential.

Ashley Murray: Youngest member of the team who was
plagued by injury, but played good defence when in. More
confidence needed in attack.

National Squad
Serena Bartholomuesz
Bridget Haskett
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Under 20 Boys
by Lynn Martin

Perth, April 16-20 2000

Coach:
Djorde Belosevic

Manager:
Lynn Martin

PLAYERS

Andrew Snowball:
Nick Martin:
Mathew Martin:
Mark Dearman:
Adrian Gasparini:
Tim Martin:

Grant Richardson: Capt.
James Carman:
Will South:
Angelo Pavanello:
Chris Martin:
Jahangir Shagaev:

| am delighted to report on the outstanding performance of
the Under 20 Boys team at the National championships in
Perth.

The Silver Medal, is the best ever result for a South
Australian Men’s Water Polo Team and reflects the efforts
and commitment of players and coach in particular, along
with the sound organisation of the State Teams Coordinator.

The players were excellent ambassadors for South
Australia, they trained with great dedication in the lead up to
the Championships, gave everything of themselves in each
of their matches and earned enormous respect from all
those present in Perth.

As captain of the team Grant Richardson led from the front
and was appropriately awarded with national selection and
the trophy for highest goal scorer at the tournament. The
selection of five players in the national squad is strong
recommendation of the team’s performance and reflects well
on the combined efforts of all twelve players. | was also
pleased with the manner in which all team members
conducted themselves throughout the tournament and thank
them for the support and respect shown to me.

| cannot speak highly enough of the dedication shown by the
coach, Djorde Belosevic. His commitment to the arduous
training program and his coaching manner earned the
respect of all players. His knowledge of the game and
determination to prepare thoroughly for each match was also
very commendable.

This level of success only occurs when everything has been
done well and | am thankful of the efforts of Ann Richardson,
the State Teams Coordinator, for the efficient manner in

which she ensured that all aspects of the trip went smoothly.
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RESULTS

Western Australia
Tasmania
Victoria

New South Wales
Queensland

NATIONAL SQUAD
Grant Richardson
Nick Martin

Mathew Martin

Extended Squad
Christopher Martin
Angelo Pavanello

11-7
10-7
12-6

9-7
4-10

South Australian Water Polo Inc
1999-2000 Annual Report



Under 20 Girls
by Attila Petovary

Perth, April 16-20 2000

Coach:
Attila Petovary

Manager:
Ann Richardson

PLAYERS

Sophie Jarrad

Carrie Broad

Serina Bartholomeuse
Kelly Rogan

Joanne Anderson
Jessica Moles
Debbie King

Anna Moore

Lisa Callahan
Michelle Zucker
Helen Lucas (Captain)

PREPARATION & SELECTION

Initial preparation of the Team had been hampered by changes in
the coaching staff. Also the cost of the trip left a few players out of
the squad. For this reason draft players were needed to enable
the team patrticipate at the tournament. The final team consisted
of 4 draft players (1 from ACT, 3 from Queensland.) 3 U.20 SA
girls, and 4 U.17 SA girls.

TEAM PERFORMANCE

Looking at the circumstances surrounding preparation and the
spontaneous situation when finally we got a team together, it can
be said that the team’s performance was a good surprise. We
played for the bronze medal, but the game was lost in the last
minute where we couldn't utilise a great opportunity to score to
take the game into extra time. li has been a long time since the
U.20 girl's have played for the bronze.

However and also unfortunately this performance wasn't only SA
girls success. We had a great goalie from Queensland (Sophie
Jarrad), a good centre and driver one of our most scorer (Jessica
Moles), a young centre (Anna Moore), and a good driver from
ACT (Kelly Rogen) who also scored a lot. Helen Lucas, from the
SA Girl's had a good performance, sometimes with spectacular
goals. From the younger girls, Serena Batholomeus showed
reasonable good performance with a couple of nice goals.

| would like to thank Ann Richardson for her work and help as the
Team manager.

RESULTS

New South Wales 2-19
Western Australia 5-9
Western Australia - U/17 9-5
Victoria 11-4
Queensland 1-29
Queensland 4-25
Western Australia 4-5
NATIONAL SQUAD

Nil
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Sponsorship South Australian Water Polo Inc would like to thank their
sponsors for the past season, without whose help, many
aspects of our sport would not be able to be accomplished.
It is hoped that the sponsors have valued their association
and continue to support water polo in this State.
1999/2000 Sponsors
The Government of South Australia
through the Office of Recreation and Sport,

Department of Industry and Trade.

South Australian Sports Institute.

Adelaide Aquatic Centre.

Earn & Learn (Educational Systems) Pty Ltd.
Lynch & Meyer Lawyers

Caledonian Hotel
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